Jerusalem’s Temple Mount

Part VI: Saving the Mount from Destruction and Hatred

By Dr. Richard L. Benkin

[Note:  This is the sixth and final installment of Dr. Richard Benkin’s series on Jerusalem’s Temple Mount.  Journalists, scholars, and other interested parties are encouraged to contact Dr. Benkin through Weekly Blitz for further information or for him to speak or write about the Temple Mount.] 

The editor of Weekly Blitz noted that soon after the paper began publishing this series on Jerusalem’s Temple Mount, several aghast Bangladeshis approached him saying that they had no idea that the Jewish Temple Mount and the Muslim Al-Aqsa were located in the same place.  This leads us to several inescapable conclusions that illuminate the principles that can help us save the Temple Mount and phenomenally rich historical and cultural evidence: for Jews, evidence of their past, their roots; for Muslims, evidence of their faith’s roots on which the Prophet built; for the rest of the world, a part of their past, too.


Freedom of Information
Even beyond the comments the Weekly Blitz received, there is extensive evidence documenting a well-orchestrated effort to keep the Muslim world in the dark about the Temple Mount’s history, as well as a deliberate program of misinformation intended to spread ignorance and lies about the Mount throughout the world.  Of compelling power is the abrupt change in official Arab and Arab/Muslim statements about the Temple Mount once their handlers saw it as a political tool to achieve their transitory goals in the Middle East and domestically.

Only the free flow of information can overcome this institutionalized mendacity, which is directed further at succeeding generations of Muslim children through madrassas and other educational institutions.  The first line of defense against ignorance is a free press.  With so many different news outlets in Bangladesh, it is a disservice to the people that only one or two deviate from the religiously and politically mandated orthodoxy on this issue.  Journalists and others can gain access to such information sources by contacting Weekly Blitz.  Universities and other educational institutions can carry varied information on this issue instead of the currently mandated narrow scope of information.  They can host debates among experts, professional seminars, and other venues so that the people can form their conclusions, as opposed to being told what those conclusions must be.


Interfaith Events

The current impasse on the Temple Mount is due primarily to an ethic of religious exclusivity that sees only one faith as legitimate, a philosophy that appropriately should be relegated to the dustbin of history.  Three out of four people in the world are not Muslim; two out of three are not Christian.  No one religion can claim a majority of the world’s population, and any attempt to close off productive interaction with other faiths is destined to mandate ignorance and mistrust.  Interfaith events that promote open discussion of similarities and differences among the different religions furthers positive interaction and a recognition of the other faiths’ legitimacy.  While such efforts are beginning to find a warmer reception throughout the world, artificial boundaries to understanding remain.


Acknowledge Religious Equality
Many Muslim spokespersons have made it clear that they consider all other faiths illegitimate.  And even if the pronouncements are contrary to Islamic ethic, few Muslim voices have denounced them.  Correctly or otherwise, much of the world sees Islamic leaders as determined to force their faith on the rest of the world.  A strong statement by Muslim leaders, acknowledging that theirs is but one faith among many, would go far to counter such perceptions.  A call, which acknowledges that Jews, too, have legitimate religious claims to the Temple Mount, and that they should be respected, would completely alter negative perceptions of Islam.  Moreover, it only would be acknowledging an accepted truth without giving up anything other than the outmoded ethic of religious exclusivity.


An Immediate End to Construction

With mosque capacity now far greater than it ever was under Jordanian or Turkish rule, there is no need for converting sacred precincts into modern buildings.  Further, the use of modern construction equipment on the Mount has compromised its integrity threatening worshippers of all religions.  Nothing other than political avarice prevents a halt to construction that has been disastrous for the holy site and even more catastrophic for any attempts to seek out historical truth.


International Scholars
Commissions of international experts, including both Jewish and Muslim representatives, should investigate:  the material deposited around Jerusalem, including garbage dumps, subsequent to Waqf  construction activities; the artifacts found amid that rubble; the condition of the Mount itself; the potential for scientifically monitored archeological excavation under and around the Temple Mount; the existence of open spaces inside the Temple Mount.  Open inquiry is the enemy of structured ignorance.


Allow all Prayer on the Temple Mount

Jews have been denied the right to pray on the Temple Mount even though the area is formally under Israeli control—something that further discredits outlandish conspiracy theories about malevolent Jewish intentions or catastrophic results from Jewish control of the Temple Mount.  It is time for all parties to recognize that sincere prayer, whether Jewish or Muslim, only enhances the site’s sacred nature for all people of faith. 

*     *     *     *      *

Even now, the enemies of interfaith peace are staking out new imperialist territories.  The official Palestinian Authority website now claims that Jews have no historical right even to the Temple Mount’s Western Wall, something that has been unchallenged by Muslim authorities even in this highly politicized atmosphere.  Efforts are still being made to transfer water from Mecca’s Zam Zam spring to the Mount’s subterranean cisterns—cisterns which were used by the ancient Israelites to provide water for Jerusalem both in times of peace and times of siege.  These maximalist positions; these desecrations and denigrations of Jewish religiosity serve only to strengthen Jewish resolve to prevent such ethnic cleansing of the Temple Mount.  They serve only to further suspicion and the belief that such efforts are but thinly veiled attacks on Judaism itself.

Since regaining control of the Temple Mount in 1967, Israel has acted magnanimously, often upholding Muslim rights to the detriment of Jewish rights.  It is time for Muslims, as well, to show the world the enlightened and tolerant side of their faith and act in a similar fashion to end the Temple Mount Jihad. 

