Jerusalem’s Temple Mount

Part V: Temple Mount Jihad
By Dr. Richard L. Benkin

In 1992, Hindu rioters destroyed the Babri Mosque in Ayodhya, despite the presence of Indian police.  In 2000, Arabs destroyed the ancient Tomb of the Patriarch Joseph in Nablus, even though the Palestinian Authority pledged to prevent it.  In 2001, the Taliban government of Afghanistan used artillery and anti-aircraft weapons to blow apart two colossal images of the Buddha in Bamiyan Province because they were deemed “un-Islamic” by that government.  And in 1948, Jordanian occupying authorities and their Arab followers destroyed 57 synagogues and other Jewish sites in Jerusalem, many ancient.  The destruction ended only after the Israelis retook the city in 1967.  When they did, they found that ancient graves on the Mount of Olives had been desecrated and their tombstones used by the Jordanian troops to pave their latrines.  Judaism’s holiest site, the Western Wall of the Temple, was turned into a slum, which recalls the 7th century Arab conquest of Jerusalem.  Caliph Umar asked to see the site of the “ancient Jewish temples,” and Christian Partriarch Sophronius took him to the Temple Mount.  Umar was outraged to see that it was treated as a dump and ordered it cleaned.  How far have modern Arabs strayed from Muslim tradition!

International outcry over all these religious desecrations was short-lived if at all.  Yet, Arab leaders in all walks of life cry without end that Al-Aqsa is in imminent danger of being destroyed by Jews—despite the fact that the mosque has been safely under Israeli control for almost 40 years.  In fact, it has prospered under the Israelis.  We would wonder why they continue to preach falsely, but their actions at Jerusalem’s Temple Mount provide a clear answer.

The Arab world has adopted the methods of Adolph Hitler’s chief propagandist, Joseph Goebbels, architect of the “big lie.”  “If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it,” he said.  Arabs have used this technique to allege “massacres” that never happened—in Jenin, for instance, later disproved by UN investigations and photographic evidence.  The “murder” of nine-year-old Muhammed Dura was a centerpiece of Arab propaganda until proven a lie by European journalists and others.  But since their own people and international sycophants refuse to accept the proof of their mendacity, they moved to even bigger lies—that Jews were behind the 9/11 attacks in the United States, that the Nazi holocaust never happened, and that there is no Jewish connection to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  Like the other lies, this last is so contrary to historical proof as to be ridiculous but yet is central to Arab ideology.  For as Goebbels went on to say, it “becomes vitally important for the State to use all of its powers to repress dissent, for the truth is the mortal enemy of the lie.”

While Arab propagandists couch their Temple Mount jihad in religious terms, the battle has little to do with Islam and everything to do with Arab nationalism and political aims.  For only one who has little regard for the faith of The Prophet would believe that Islam would suffer irreparable damage if it recognized that other faiths, too, might have some legitimacy.  What evidence have they that acknowledging the existence of Jerusalem’s ancient Jewish Temples—as did many Arabs and Muslims who ruled before them—would be the beginning of the end for Al Aqsa?  None!

Sixty years after Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab’s pilgrimage to Jerusalem’s Temple Mount as the site of the ancient Jewish Temples, his successors built the Dome of the Rock there—and three centuries later built Al-Aqsa.  While Israelis have shown nothing but respect for these latter-day Muslim holy sites, Arabs are trying to deny their own history and pretend the Jewish Temples never existed there.  As we know, Islam grew out of Judaism and then Christianity, and it has acknowledged the holy books of those religions.  Yet, while both Bibles speak of the Temples, contemporary Arabs are trying to shield Muslims from accepted religious and historical fact!  Worse than that, they are trying to destroy the evidence of their lies and of the Temples’ existence.

The 1967 Middle East War forced Arabs to a new perspective on Israel.  The clarion call of nationalists and religious leaders alike had been “drive the Jews into the sea.”  But after 1967, it was clear that was not going to happen.  The IDF (Israeli Defense Forces) utterly destroyed the combined Arab militaries of several nations that futilely tried yet again to destroy the Jewish State, and Israel now controlled its ancient capital, Jerusalem.  War and bellicose statements had not worked.  The Arabs had to find other means to try and erode Israel’s legitimacy.  That political reality and not anything from the mouth of The Prophet is the basis of the Arabs’ Temple Mount jihad.

All previous Arab and Muslim literature routinely acknowledged that the Jewish Temples stood in Jerusalem, but soon such acknowledgement was discouraged and ultimately thought treasonous in the Arab world.

History and Structure of the Temple Mount

At the core of the Temple Mount is a large peak, which Muslims call as Sakhra and Jews call Even Ha-shtiya.  While the languages differ, both faiths consider it a most awesome and sacred spot where G-d began the Creation.  The Mount, however, climbs to a flat surface, a plateau, with a wide-open plaza in the midst of an otherwise very crowded Old City that supports both Al-Aqsa mosque and the Dome of the Rock.  The plateau did not spring forth by itself and was already there when Umar ascended the Mount.  According to the Torah (Jewish holy book and first part of the Christian scriptures), G-d directed during the reign of King David (who first made Jerusalem capital of the Israelite kingdom) that a Temple be built to him in Jerusalem.  But He said that David’s son, Solomon would erect it after he took the throne.  And so he did.

Over1500 years before the first Muslim set foot in Jerusalem, Israel’s King Solomon built the First Temple to G-d.  He constructed an embankment along what is now the eastern edge of the Temple Mount with its foundation in the Kidron Valley floor, which runs east of the Old City.  The embankment was filled with rubble and large rocks to the top of the peak.  In time, walls were built on the other sides of the Mount until the Temple’s foundation was shaped like a cube, and the area on top of the Temple Mount was a perfect square platform.  After four centuries, Babylonian troops destroyed the First Temple and sent the Hebrews into exile.  Seventy years later, the people returned with a mandate to rebuild their Temple.  Their initial efforts were modest, and the 

Temple was enlarged and enhanced as time went on, especially under the Maccabees, of Hanukah fame.  The Judean King Herod undertook extensive renovation of the Mount during Rome’s occupation of Israel to give us the Temple Mount we see today.  Its glorious Second Jewish Temple shone as a beacon to all who came within miles of ancient Jerusalem.  Eventually, however, Roman legions destroyed the Temple, killing 2,000,000 Jews and exiling the survivors.  Ancient historians chronicled these events.   Future Roman emperor and destroyer of the Temple, Titus, also commemorated the events on his triumphal Arch of Titus, which still can be seen in Rome today.


Temple Mount Jihad  

Archeologists have long believed that under the platform atop the Mount lies evidence of both Jewish Temples, and many have written of them.  Explorers during the British mandate, such as Charles Warren, confirmed that during their explorations under the Mount.  And excavations after 1967 uncovered evidence and revealed that the actual floor of the Temple area lies far below the contemporary surface.  In June 1990, investigators sent radar waves the outer Temple Mount walls and proved that open areas exist inside the Mount, supporting ancient descriptions of the Jewish Temples, as well as archeological theory of the spiritual treasures that lie beneath the contemporary surface.  The radar also identified ancient rubble and other artifacts that most suspect are remnants of either or both Jewish Temples.  Some even suspect that the Ark of the Covenant, containing the tablets of Moses (The Ten Commandments) and other G-dly items still lay hidden under the Mount where ancient priests secreted them from conquerors.  That, however, remains speculative—but will remain forever so if the Arabs’ contemporary Temple Mount jihad continues.

While the propaganda jihad was already underway, the Waqf and the Israelis both adhered to their agreement (in which Israel gave the Waqf administrative control of the Mount) to maintain the Temple Mount’s status quo.  That all changed with the Oslo accords in 1993 when Yassir Arafat replaced the Jordanian Waqf with his own henchmen.  Breaking their agreements, the Arafat Waqf attempted to de-Judaize then Islamicize the Mount.  It began by converting two Second Temple structures—the Eastern Hulda Gate which ancient worshippers used to access the Temple, and Solomon’s Stables, which ancient priests used to store vestments and other items—into a new 1.5-acre mosque.  The area destroyed also encompasses Jesus’ Cradle, where the 40-day-old Jesus was presented in the Temple.  In 1997, the Waqf built another mosque, destroying the Western Hulda Gate, another ancient passageway. 

Imagine how Muslims would react if Christians converted Medina’s Prophet Mosque into an area for their worship?  Anyone who finds that offensive should consider Waqf actions in the same light.  How did Muslims react to Hindu actions at India’s Babri Mosque?  Consider how the general Muslim population reacted to the now-discredited allegations of Quran desecration at the US base in Guantanamo.  Can those allegations even compare to what the Waqf is doing to Jewish and Christian holy sites?  Muslim activity on the Temple Mount is less of a religious atrocity than those other events only if we consider one religion (in this case, Islam) superior to the others (in this case, Judaism and Christianity) and worthy of better treatment—an unsustainable position in today’s (or any!) world.

Given the Mount’s structure and the scientific examinations noted above, it should be clear that ripping into the Mount’s ancient structures was bound to uncover archeological treasures from the First Jewish Temple (built by Solomon almost 3000 years ago) and the Second Jewish Temple (re-built by Jews returning from Exile, enhanced by Herod 2000 years ago, and referred to extensively in Christian scripture about the life of Jesus).  And that is in fact what happened.  What did the Waqf do: handle the items with the care they deserve, call in expert help, or notify the scientific community?  It did none of these, but acted rather basely and mendaciously.  They told no one and trucked the artifacts along with rubble to garbage dumps around Jerusalem.  Realizing that the findings were proof that their political orthodoxy was wrong, they stepped up these efforts.  By the autumn of 1999, Waqf actions evidence of their perfidy began to surface causing extensive concern and then protest action by many prominent Israeli archeologists and others. Caught red-handed, the Waqf responded by redoubling its efforts.  Over three days and nights in November and without any archeological supervision, the Waqf used bulldozers and tractors on an ancient site never built to accommodate anything more than foot traffic.  They cut through the ancient Temple Mount wall and opened a gaping hole, 18,000 square feet in area and 36 feet deep.

Married to Oslo’s political correctness, the Israeli government did not intervene and in January approved a Waqf request for an emergency exit to the underground mosque.   Sensing weakness from the Israelis on this issue, the Waqf took advantage of the situation and immediately started building not on an emergency exit, but a monumental new entrance.  Contrary to all professional and international standards, it proceeded with no additional safeguards.  Soon another hole, 1250 square meters in area and twelve meters deep, appeared north of Solomon’s Stables. And the destructive construction continued.  The Waqf removed and paved over approximately 6,000 square meters of the ancient Temple Mount surface.

In 2000, archeological student Zachi Zweig caused a sensation when he found several Temple artifacts in the Kidron Valley dump just outside the Old City.  Other archeologists joined him and they began the arduous process of sifting through a combination of ancient soil and artifacts mixed with contemporary garbage.  By distinguishing the Mount’s dusty gray soil from that of other periods, they discovered a remarkable array of ancient artifacts.  While there is no comprehensive record of all the artifacts lost during the conversions, the photographic evidence is all over the Internet, with some of the most comprehensive pictures at www.har-habayt.org.  Some of the recovered relics include Bronze Age and First Temple pottery; over 100 ancient coins, including some from the Maccabee period; a Maccabee period lamp, arrowheads, an ivory comb, and figurines. They also uncovered a coin from the Jewish revolt against Rome that reads "For the Freedom of Zion."

Mount police also observed Waqf agents dismantling a Second Temple arched water  channel. The Waqf destroyed centuries-old columns, arches and walls.  In the manner of ancient conquerors, it is using many as building material for its new construction.  Dutch archeologist Leen Ritmeyer, for instance, has photographed ancient Jewish Temple wall segments used as steps to Al-Aqsa.  Renown archeologist B. Mazar uncovered a large stone inscribed  "To the Trumpeting Place" in ancient Hebrew from the southern foot of the Mount, likely part of the Second Temple itself, before the Waqf could destroy it.

Recently, Waqf agents began cleaning one of the giant cisterns under the Mount. This complex of cisterns served as reservoirs for the First and Second Temples, and for the entire population of ancient Jerusalem. Why is this significant? It turns out that this is part of an effort by Muslim religious leaders to fill the cisterns with water from Mecca's Zamzam Spring. This would make the holiest spot in Judaism a site for Muslim pilgrims with weight equal to the Great Mosque in Mecca, Islamicize the Mount, and buttress Arab pretexts for denying all Israeli claims to the Old City of Jerusalem. 

There is sufficient archeological and scientific evidence to support the historical record of the Jewish Temples’ location on Jerusalem’s Temple Mount.  Moreover, it strongly suggests that these and other matters can be determined definitively if we explore the Mount’s subterranean precincts.  Only obscurantist minds that deny the reality of our 21st century, as well as determined enemies of truth will continue to struggle against the seekers of truth and those whose faith differs from theirs.
