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8 April 2008

The Honourable Mr.Md Restadul Islam
Acting High Commissioner 

Bangladesh

21 Culgoa Circuit
O'Malley ACT 2606

Your Excellency

On the 19 March we sent an email (below) to your office asking you to convey our urgent concerns re the safety of and the civil liberties of Salah Uddin Shoaib Choudhury, a Bangladesh Journalist.

We have now been advised that he is to appear before the Court on April 15 re the questionable, we would describe as trumped up charges against him.

So we would reiterate our email appeal by formally addressing this letter to you and ask you to formally translate to your Government, our concerns, which we know are echoed throughout the Human Rights community around the world.

Please understand we are not attacking Islam or Bangladesh society, but only those who would seek to misuse and abuse Islam for their own political purposes. As mentioned in our email we have members who are adherents of Islam. Example our Society is very much involved in our own modest way in helping the international development effort to rebuild Afghanistan, which has been devastated by years of conflict. Through one of our Islamic members tremendous efforts, she has built a community health center and is currently raising funds to build a school.  As indicated in the email we sent you our society ( and myself personally) and associates have had a long term commitment to assisting the poor in Bangladesh. 

We are concerned that what is happening to Mr Choudhury can only do harm to Bangladesh’s image, and we do not believe that the great majority of Bangladeshi people if fully informed of the facts of his case would feel differently from the way ordinary free and peace loving people anywhere would see the case. 

Yours sincerely,

John Launder

Secretary

Re-iteration of the email message sent on the 19th March.

The Honourable Mr.Md Restadul Islam
Acting High Commissioner 

Bangladesh

19 March 2008
 

 

 

Your Excellency,

 

On behalf of the International Society for Human Rights Australian Section, we humbly and urgently appeal to you to relay our concerns re the harassment and questionable charges laid against Bangladeshi journalist Salah Uddin Shoaib Choudhury to your Government.
 
We have been following his case for the past two years. His ‘crime’ appears to be his call that there should be reconciliation between people of Islam and Jewish faiths. He has also called for dialogue between Islam and Christian beliefs. In doing this he has been courageous in challenging and exposing those extremists he sees as harming Islam.
 
As a human rights organization with people of all faiths and none within our membership we can only applaud and support his work and seek that people of all good will in your Government and society recognize this and not be afraid to say so. 
 
As a society and especially through one of our affiliates, we have had a long association with Bangladesh in seeking to provide support the development of the poor in your society through simple targeted assistance. Example, through programs to assist women and widows to develop self help activities such as vegetable gardens, small business, small village projects, water wells, and many years support for an orphanage. 
 
In my own personal case I was a former Director of the small NGO, For Those Who have Less (Action Aid Australia) whose primary Aid and Development focus for many decades was supporting grass roots development in Bangladesh.
 
I am also a member of Rotary and Past President of my Rotary Club.  Rotary International through the Rotary Foundation and other Rotary international aid auxiliaries have also for many years been a major aid donor to Bangladesh, because of our respect for people of all races. A very important initiative of Rotary International which has been of benefit to Bangladesh and the world as a whole, has been the Polio Plus program to eradicate Poliomyelitis.
 
I mention these matters to illustrate that our appeal for true justice for Salah comes from a respect for the Bangladeshi people and humanity.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
John Launder
Secretary
ISHRA
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